Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STOCKH 03996 191534Z 
ACTION EB-08 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1737 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STOCKHOLM 3996 

USEEC 

USMTN 

DEPARTMENT PASS STR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, MTN, JA, SW 

SUB J : MTN TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: STOCKHOLM 3811 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STOCKH 03996 191534Z 


1 . SWEDISH DELEGATION TO CG-18 MEETING WILL CONSIST OF STIG 
BRATTSTROM AND ERIK BELFRAGE. BELFRAGE CONTINUES TO BE SKEP- 
TICAL THAT MEETING WILL ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE. IN PARTICULAR 
HE IS DOUBTFUL THAT EC WILL PARTICIPATE. 

2. WE WERE INTERESTED IN BF.T.FR AGE'S DESCRIPTION OF RECENT US 
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FORMULA PROPOSAL AS MAJOR STEP FORWARD. MOVEMENT BY THE US 
TO ACCEPT SUBSTANTIAL HARMONIZATION EFFECT WHILE STILL HAVING 
MAJOR REDUCTION IN TARIFFS WILL BE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR 
SUCCESS OF NEGOTIATIONS, ACCORDING TO HIM. 

3. SWEDES ARE MORE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT SUCCESS OF MTN AS A RESULT 
OF RECENT EFFORTS BY US ADMINSTRATION. THEY ARE, HOWEVER, 

BECOMING SIMULTANEOUSLY MORE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT OVERALL 
CHANCES OF WHAT THEY SEE AS INCREASING EVIDENCE THAT THE EC 
IS BACKING AWAY FROM ITS "RATHER" LIBERAL POLICY. THE REASONS 
FOR THIS MOVING AWAY: FRENCH INTRANSIGENCE. THESE VIEWS ARE 
NOT OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT POLICY. 

KENNEDY -MINOTT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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